QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR

HURRICANE SANDY DISASTER RELIEF EFFORT
1. To what organizations can a school contribute?
There are many organizations that are accepting donations for relief efforts for the
victims of Hurricane Sandy. We recommend that schools make their donations to the
Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City, which will then distribute them to
reputable hurricane relief organizations. You can visit
http://www.nyc.gov/html/fund/html/home/home.shtml for more information. If
schools decide to donate to other organizations, they must make sure that they are
reputable charitable organizations.
2. What types of fundraising activities can my school plan?
There are many ways schools can raise funds. Below are some examples:
a. Bake Sales: Each school will be allowed to hold one bake sale either
during or after school hours to benefit the hurricane relief effort. For
these bake sales, the Chancellor is temporarily waiving the restrictions in
Chancellor’s Regulation A-812, but the following restrictions will remain
in effect:
No candy or soda may be sold to students; and
No bake sales may take place in the school cafeteria.
b. Used Book Sales: Used books may be collected and sold to raise money
for the hurricane relief effort.
c. Pledge-collecting activities, such as athletic events, walk-a-thons, read-athons or other tournaments. Students may collect pledges from parents
and members of the community. These fund-raising events may not be
held during the school day, and students may not collect pledges during
school hours. There can be no direct solicitation of pledges or money
from students anywhere in the school during the school day.
d. Collection box for money (or other items). These should be placed in a
secure common space in the school and the proceeds or items secured at
the end of each day. Collections should be done this way so the identities
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of students making contributions and not making contributions are not
revealed.
3. Are any activities prohibited?
The following activities are not allowed:
a. The sale of tickets for children’s attendance at movie houses and theatres,
unless the project is directly connected with the curriculum.
b. Door-to-door solicitations of funds by children.
c. The sale of raffle tickets to any children.
d. Bingo or any other form of gambling.
e. Direct solicitation of students. No one – including staff, the School
Leadership Team, parent associations, other students or outside
organizations – can collect money or goods directly from students
anywhere in school, including classrooms, home room and the cafeteria, at
any time during the school day. However, as mentioned above, it is
appropriate and permissible to place a collection box in a secure common
space. Additionally, schools can recruit students to voluntarily participate
in fundraising when school is not in session, as long as school personnel
do not act as a conduit and collect funds from students on behalf of a
charity. School personnel may distribute flyers or other literature, or
otherwise notify students, of out-of-school fundraising activities.
f. Direct payments to individual persons and/or families are not permissible.
4. Are schools restricted in their ability to hold in-school fundraisers for hurricane
relief efforts?
In order for schools to be able to hold fundraisers to support the relief effort, the
Chancellor has waived the restriction in Chancellor’s Regulation A-610 that limits the
number of fundraising activities that may occur during school hours. The Chancellor
is temporarily waiving this restriction to enable schools to engage in fundraising
activities for hurricane disaster relief. You can read Chancellor’s Regulation A-610
online at http://docs.nycenet.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-26/A-610.pdf
5. If I have specific legal questions not covered here, whom can I contact?
If you have other ideas about ways your school can raise funds for the hurricane relief
effort and have questions about whether they are permissible, contact the Office of
Legal Services by calling (212) 374-6888, emailing AskLegal@schools.nyc.gov, or
contacting your Senior Field Counsel or the DOE Ethics Officer at
sbiletsky@schools.nyc.gov.
6. Can people make individual donations to charitable organizations?
Yes. Charitable organizations will accept direct contributions from individuals as
well as from schools.
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7. Can we collect cash, coins and checks?
Yes, but it is important to remember that all giving must be voluntary. Please ensure
that even where donations are made by check, neither the principal nor other school
staff pressures staff members, parents, or students to contribute when they do not
wish to do so voluntarily. We encourage you to deposit the funds into school bank
accounts the same day, if possible, and then write out checks from the school account
to the Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City or other organization(s) of your
choosing. In the meantime, we encourage you to keep the money in a secure place.
Please also refer online to http://dfoapps.nycenet.edu/SOP/Default.aspx?c=1024 for
standard operating procedures for collecting and accounting of funds. Additionally, if
schools collect checks made out directly to charitable organizations for hurricane
relief efforts, schools should forward those checks to the charitable organizations.
8. What if my school doesn’t have a bank account?
Most schools should have bank accounts. If you do not have a school bank account,
you can bring a money order or bank check to 65 Court St., Room 1802, Banking
Unit. The money order or bank check should be payable to: Department of
Education/Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief. If you need any additional help, contact
Rachid Dehbi from the Banking Unit at 718-935-5384 or at
RDehbi@schools.nyc.gov. As mentioned above, we encourage you to keep the
money in a secure place before it is deposited.
9. Can Parent Associations/Parent-Teacher Associations (PA/PTAs) and
Presidents’ Councils fundraise to support hurricane relief efforts?
Yes. The Chancellor is temporarily waiving the restriction set forth in Chancellor’s
Regulation A-660, Section III.C, which requires PA/PTA and Presidents’ Council
fundraising proceeds to be used to supplement or complement the educational, social
and cultural programs of schools, districts, or boroughs. For a limited time, all
PA/PTAs and Presidents’ Councils are authorized to fundraise for humanitarian relief
efforts to aid the victims of Hurricane Sandy. Other regulation requirements
concerning PA/PTA and Presidents’ Council fundraising activities continue to apply.
Funds collected to support hurricane relief efforts can be donated to the Mayor’s
Fund to Advance New York City
(http://www.nyc.gov/html/fund/html/home/home.shtml), reputable charitable
organizations, and/or schools impacted by Hurricane Sandy. Direct payments to
individual persons and/or families are not permissible. For guidance regarding the
appropriateness of proposed fundraising ideas, contact Olivia Ellis of the Division of
Family and Community Engagement (FACE) at 212-374-6406 or at
OEllis@schools.nyc.gov.

Dated: November 7, 2012
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